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INTRODUCTION
The Onion (Allium cepa) is most widely consumed vegetable in the world. Originated in Asia and traces date back to 5000 BC. Columbus introduced it to North America in 15 th century. Iran and Pakistan are considered its primary center of origin [1] . There are more than 700 species in Allium genus [2] . Used in raw, dried, cooked and in pickles [3] . Global Onion production is 86.34 million tones and Pakistan ranks 8th with 2.25% share [4] . See figure 1. In Pakistan Sind province contributes 38.3% followed by Baluchistan (27.5%), Punjab (25.5%) and KPK (8.7%). See figure 2.
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